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By Martyn Kene� ck
Exciting � nds at Springhill this month 
could best be described as “nice to 
see” as opposed to rare. A White-
throated Spadebill frequented the 
Oilbird trail on a number of dates, a 
� ock of at least � ve Yellow-legged 
Thrushes have been feeding on a 
fruiting palm along the Discovery 
Trail, our wintering Olive-sided 
Flycatcher is a regular sight looking 
down the valley from the balcony 
and at least one adult Black Hawk-
Eagle has often been seen soaring 
over.

Again, much focus has been on 
the west coast tidal mud� ats with 
now up to four Franklin’s Gulls 
being regularly found amongst the 
roosting Laughing Gulls at Brick� eld.  
The appearance of a Large-billed 
Tern on January 14th is either an 
overwintering bird or a very early 
arrival. Interestingly, a Cayenne Tern 
was seen nearby at Orange Valley 
on the same day. Also that day, and 
much more frustrating however, was 
an exceedingly brief reappearance of 
the � rst winter Audouin’s Gull, seen 
previously on December 10th. Where 
has it been hiding in between? The 
following day, a � rst winter Black-
headed Gull � ew into the roost. The 
other rarity found at this site this 

T&T BIRDING SCENE –  
Action on the West Coast

month has been a � rst winter plumaged 
Gray Heron. Once an exceptional rare � nd in 
T&T, we have now averaged one a year since 
the turn of the century.  Shorebird numbers 
have been very high at Brick� eld with high 
counts of at least 200 Semipalmated Plovers, 
50 Willet, 15 Red Knot and � ve Wilson’s 
Plovers amongst the many hundreds of 
Semipalmated and Western Sandpipers.

Other wintering rarities found include a 
Blackpoll Warbler in Arena forest, a striking 
male Summer Tanager in the Morne Coco 
area of Diego Martin and two pairs of Lesser 
Scaup on Arena reservoir.

Down in the south west, once again there 
has been an irruption of Dickcissels with 
“thousands” seen � ying out of roost along 
Rahamut trace at the end of December. A 
few miles to the west, a � ock of four Blue 
and Yellow Macaws were found close to 
Mondesir. Whilst it may well be “wishful 
thinking”, we can only hope that these 
majestic, reintroduced birds continue to 
thrive.

Birds of prey have been much in evidence 
with Crane Hawks at Waller� eld, Cacandee 
and Point Fortin,  Aplomado Falcons at both 
Orange Grove and Kernaham, yet another 
Hook-billed Kite over Point Gourde and an 
adult Ornate Hawk-Eagle close to the Textel  
Station on Morne Bleu.

Two other resident species that are de� nitely 
expanding their range are Scaled Doves and 
Blue-tailed Emerald hummingbirds. Pairs of 

the former are now regularly seen 
at both Chaguaramas and La Brea 
whilst females of the latter (they are 
so much easier to identify than the 
males) have been found on Mount 
St. Benedict and Lopinot valley.

Tobago always gets a lot of attention 
at this time of year. Perhaps the most 
exciting � nd was yet another � rst 
winter Gray Heron at Bon Accord. 
Whilst immature ardea herons can 
be an identi� cation challenge, not so 
with this bird, as it spent much of its 
time standing alongside a Great Blue 
Heron and the size di� erence was 
obvious. Also at Bon Accord, at least 
one pair of Soras were feeding on 
the water hyacinth, the two Glossy 
Ibis, � rst found back in December 
2015 appear as settled as ever, a 
Prothonotary Warbler was found 
along the mangrove edge and a 
drake Lesser Scaup spent the last few 
days of 2016 there.

Elsewhere on the island, a White-
tailed Tropicbird has put in several 
appearances on Little Tobago island 
and the � rst Caribbean Martin of the 
season was seen there on January 
12th. 

A Dickcissel  Photo by Rishi Goordial An Aplomado Falcon  Photo by Kamal Mahabir

 A Summer Tanager
Photo by Feroze Omardeen
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By Kimberly Chu Foon
There has been a rare sighting o�  our 
verandah over the last few weeks. 
At � rst glance, some may think they 
have discovered a new bird species 
but closer inspection reveals that it 
is a well-known hummingbird with 
perhaps a more unique out� t. The 
bird in question is a Copper-rumped 
Hummingbird which has a condition 

known as leucism. In birds, the 
condition is characterised by a partial 
loss of pigmentation which results 
in white, pale or patchy coloration 
of the feathers. Unlike true albinism, 
the colour of the eyes, beak and feet 
remain normal as opposed to pink. 

The Copper- rumped hummingbird 
has been around for several days and 
seems to have a preference for the 

A Leucistic Hummingbird is out an about at AWNC

nectar of the Pink Powder Pu�  � owers 
which it frequently visits. Its colour 
makes it an easy target for predators 
and some may even mistake it for a 
moth. Leucistic hummingbirds aren’t 
known to survive long in the wild but 
this one has been hanging around for 
quite some time. Hopefully it sticks 
around! 

The leucistic Copper-rumped Hummingbird at AWNC       Photo by Randell Duberry

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE MONTH
If you think your child, aged 5-16, has done something 
helpful to preserve the environment, please feel free to share 
it with us. Either write a short story or send a few pictures to 
asawrightconsedu@gmail.com. He/she may be selected as our 
Young Environmentalist of the Month. Once your child is featured 
in our monthly newsletter, he/she and two adults will be given a 
complimentary day visit to Asa Wright Nature Centre, which includes 
viewing birds/animals on the verandah, a nature tour and use of the 
clear water pool.  
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Ode to Asa Wright  
By Pamela Allemany

Oh!  Welcome to our Nature Centre,
It’s really good and full of adventure.
This Centre is fun and historical,
A place in the mountain that’s magical.
We are based on a cocoa, co� ee and 
citrus plantation,
So you can have some while on your 
vacation.

An established name was the last 
owner in sight,
Very much Icelandic was Asa Wright.
Yes, one of the � rst nature tourist 
attractions,
With well-trained Tour Guides all ready 
for action.
This place is twelve hundred feet above,
To feel this atmosphere you will sure fall 
in love.

Our spring water is what you must taste,
It cleanses the mind so do make haste.
An Education Department we do have to 
share,
It is based on conserving our forest out there.
We are all accommodated with twenty-seven 
rooms,
With honeymoon suites for brides and 
grooms.

Look at our sta�  of many races,
See them coming from various places.
Robusta is the co� ee that grows on our 
estate,
It’s on sale, but don’t come too late.
There are over eighty di� erent species of 
birds,
Listen carefully, their sounds will be heard.
Our local dishes you will love and adore,
For when you taste them, you would surely 
ask for more.

About the 
Author

Pamela Allemany 
has been working 
at AWNC for 28 
years.  She is a 
Senior Waitress 
here and has a 
passion for poetry. 

Photo by Johanne Ryan

Oh yes, indeed, we do have a bar,
It’s not what you drink, it is just where 
you are.
Come out on the verandah and see lots 
of birds,
Exchange your conversation but 
whisper your words.

A fresh pool for you to bathe in,
You can spend the day and enjoy a 
swim.
There are many more things that I can 
express
Need I say more? Come explore the rest.

AWNC house  Photo by  Pamela Allemany
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By Johanne Ryan
Phaethornis guy or the Green Hermit is a large 
hummingbird that is known to build a cone-shaped nest 
that is positioned at the end of a leaf, usually that of a 
Heliconia, palm, fern or another leaf of a similar size.  Over 
the past year and a half, the Green Hermit has made nests 
in the environs of our Main House, on di� erent occasions.   
Nests have been seen in June/July and March/April/May.  
Richard � rench has noted that this hummingbird breeds 
most commonly between January and April.  This month, 
a Green Hermit has chosen quite an unusual nesting spot 
– above a light in our living room.  The nest is interwoven 
in the light’s chain.  Could this be the same individual 
hermit that has previously nested near the reception 
area?  Readers, tell us what you think.

Take a look at these photos, taken on January 23rd,  of the 
hummingbird sitting on the nest approximately a week 
after its construction activity was � rst observed.  What an 
example of adaptation!  

Reference:

� rench, R. (2012). A Guide to the Birds of Trinidad and 
Tobago. New York: Cornell University Press.

An Unusual Nesting Spot

Photos by Caleb Walker
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In 1967, the Asa Wright Nature Centre, the � rst non-
pro� t, conservation-focused trust and eco-lodge in 
the Caribbean, was founded. This year marks the 50th 
Anniversary of our Nature Centre.  In honour of this 
milestone, Caligo Ventures is excited to announce that 
celebrities, well known in the birding world, will visit 
the Centre to help celebrate and support the Centre’s 
education and conservation mission.  They look forward 
to sharing their expertise with you. 

Don’t miss your chance to mingle with our special guests. 
Celebrity visitors will co-lead on-site walks and o� -site 
� eld trips with expert local guides. Additionally, they will 
o� er evening programmes and be available for informal 
birding on the verandah, conversation at meals, and 
general socialising throughout the week.

Look Who’s Coming to Celebrate!
Scott Weidensaul, Author & 
Naturalist

Joined by Amy Weidensaul, 
Educator & Conservationist

March 18 – 25, 2017

Edward Rooks, Naturalist & 
Trinidadian Wildlife Artist

Joined by Janice Edgerly-Rooks, 
Biology Professor at Santa Clara 
University (CA)

June 24 – 30, 2017

Join Celebrity Birders at AWNC
Keith Hansen, Artist & Field Guide 
Illustrator

Joined by Patricia Briceño, Fibre 
Artist, Designer, Cultural Interpreter

October 6 – 15, 2017

David Allen Sibley, Author, 
Illustrator & Ornithologist

October 26 – November 2, 2017

Photo by Erinn Hartman

Come join the fun.  

We welcome visitors from all parts of the globe and 
especially hope that our Trinbagonian Friends of Asa Wright, 
naturalists, birders and general nature enthusiasts can join 
in the activities.  

Look out for updates in our newsletter and on AWNC’s 
Facebook page, about any events tailored for our locals.

T & T residents, contact  reservations@asawright.org    
or call 667-4655 for more information. 

Visitors from abroad, contact Caligo Ventures at 
info@caligo.com or (800) 426-7781 to book your stay.

Correction

The article, “AWNC travels to the American Birding Expo” which was published in our December 
2016 issue, reported that “Dave, together with Susanne Apitz of Caligo Ventures and Tobago 
naturalist guide, Newton George, manned the Trinidad and Tobago booth...” Actually, Jill Jones, 
Dave Ramlal and Newton George manned the Trinidad and Tobago Booth.  Jill Jones was also 
pictured in the photo with Dave and the photo with Newton. We apologise for this error.




