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NEW! Caligo Ventures presents: Photography for Birders!   

With Hugh Simmons at The Asa Wright Nature Centre  
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More and more birders are traveling with their cameras, taking 
delight in creating images of beautiful species encountered. With 
today’s equipment, it’s never been easier; but photographers at all 
levels can always continue to build their skills. Imagine a week with 
like-minded companions in a small group (limit 8 participants), the 
fabulous birds that make Trinidad a world-class birding destination 
AND someone to help you advance your skills?  

Our Celebrity week with Hugh Simmons, a professional 
photographer and patient teacher, is designed for birders who are 
interested in improving their bird photography, and how to better 
use their cameras to photograph flowers, insects, landscapes, and 
more. There will be ample field time alongside lectures and 
demonstrations. Learn how to get the most out of your digital, 
mirror-less, or higher-end all-in-one camera, and capture keepsake 
images of species such as Tufted Coquette, Crested Oropendola, 
Trinidad Motmot, and those day-glow Purple and Green 
Honeycreepers that feed at arm’s length off the Centre’s famed 
Verandah.  

Birders have a great eye for bird and mammal behavior. Centre 
naturalists join field outings to help identify and interpret iconic 
tropical species, including mammals such as Red-rumped Agouti 
and reptiles such as a local Boa Constrictor, or Fer de Lance. 
Practice photography skills while enjoying Trinidad’s exceptional 
biodiversity at the Centre and on field trips into the mangroves and 
mountains.  

Hugh’s goal is to help you get the best photo pre-processing that is 
possible. Spend time perfecting your ability to capture intriguing 
images of the 40-plus species that visit the famous feeders, 
plantings and verandah at the Centre. Improve your photography 
in low light conditions on lush forest trails and in the swamps of 
Caroni National Park, as thousands of Scarlet Ibis fly to theirs roost 
at dusk. Frame birds with scenic shots of mountain and grassland 
terrain while visiting the surrounding Northern Range and Aripo 
Agricultural Station. Local foods and fun are part of the week: with 
an option to enhance your skills for close-ups and city scenes at 
the bustling Arima Market.  

Tour Summary 
7-Day / 6-Night Photography 
Workshop and Birding with Hugh 
Simmons $1950 DBL / $2295 SGL, 
from Port of Spain, Trinidad  
Airport is Piarco International Airport 
(POS)  

 

Tour Highlights  
 Learn new photographic tricks 

and tips in individual and 
small group settings from 
professional photographer 
Hugh Simmons. 

 Bird the Centre and 
surrounding areas with 
AWNC’s expert guides, who 
share robust knowledge and 
friendly, world-class guiding 
skills  

 Savor six nights at the lovely 
Asa Wright Nature Centre; 
relish morning coffee and 
birding on the famous 
verandah 

 Experience hummingbirds - 
over the week a dozen species 
are possible!   

 Witness skies turned crimson 
with thousands of Scarlet Ibis 
coming in to roost in Caroni 
National Park 

 Explore Trinidad’s grassland, 
savannah, swamp and urban 
settings and the fabulous 
birds found within them while 
you practice new-found 
photographic skills 
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Sat., Nov. 2    Arrive at the Asa Wright Nature Centre (AWNC)  

Warm tropical air greets you on arrival to Piarco International Airport, where lush green mountains of Trinidad’s 
northern range frame your view. Here you are met by an AWNC guide for the drive to the village of Arima, and 
on up a mountain road to the quiet seclusion of the upper Arima Valley, a watershed that the Asa Wright Nature 
Centre protects, about an hour’s trip in duration. Guides will meet all flights, early or late. Unpack for the week, 
surrounded by lush forests of the Arima Valley. The Centre offers untamed vistas and provide the perfect place 
to learn about Trinidad’s abundant natural heritage.  

Most flights arrive after dinner, allowing you time to settle in for the night and get a good rest before starting 
your birding and photographic adventure. Those arriving earlier in the afternoon are welcome to enjoy the 
verandah or an easy walk down the entrance road with Hugh Simmons. Tea time is at 4:00 PM, followed by Rum 
Punch at 6:00 PM, and then a welcome dinner. 

Note: If your flight gets in late, we highly recommend you add a night at the start, that way you wake up to the 
birds, have time to get settled and get the most out of your workshop.  

Sun., Nov. 3    Introductory Walk into AWNC’s Forests / Photography Basics 

This morning begins with 6:00 AM coffee and tea served on the verandah, and a Centre naturalist on duty to 
help you spot as many as 40 species, many of them life birds for those new to the tropics – before breakfast! 
Step out onto the Centre’s wide verandah to try your first shots of almost tame hummingbirds, tanagers, 
honeycreepers, oropendolas, and other birds that frequent the feeders, along with the fruit-eating agouti and 
large tegu lizards. The views of the valley (and the birds) are breathtaking.  

After breakfast, gather in your initial meeting with the full group for introductions, gear check and a brief 
overview of your learning agenda. Then enjoy an introductory walk on the Centre’s Discovery Trail, learning 
more about the forest and discovering additional species while photographing and absorbing from Hugh in the 
field. Many enjoy the challenge of spotting the Bearded Bellbird, as their distinctive “bonk!” echoes throughout 
the forest. This species is a distinct challenge high in the canopy of a tall forest with sun streaking through, but 
this is why you are here – learn how to handle the best shots. Near a known bellbird lek in the trees are also two 

Itinerary 
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species of manakins attending their leks closer to the ground. Today is an introduction – several of you will want 
to return with tripods and time to work more on these gems.  

Take a rest following lunch, then join Hugh for the first presentation on all-important basics of photography - 
talk about the technical aspects of photography, f-stops, shutter speed, ISO, metering modes and focus modes 
and how to control them to get the photo you envision. Then venture out again on a guided walk featuring the 
plants and butterflies of Asa Wright to practice what you have learned. Enjoy rum punch, followed by dinner. 
Tonight, a local Trinidad photographer comes to share his work, showing you subjects that may be possible in 
your time here. 
 

Commonly Found at the Feeders: Tufted Coquette; White-chested Emerald; White-necked Jacobin; Blue-
chinned Sapphire; Rufous- breasted and Little Hermits; Copper-rumped Hummingbird; Crested Oropendola; 
Blue-gray, Palm, White-lined, Silver-beaked and Turquoise Tanagers; Barred Antshrike; both Purple and Green 
Honeycreepers; and Violaceous Euphonia.  

Trail Birding Possible Highlights: Trinidad Motmot; both Cocoa and Spectacled Thrushes; Gray-fronted Dove; 
White-bearded and Golden-headed Manakins; Green-backed and Guianan Trogons; Channel-billed Toucan; 
Chestnut Woodpecker; Rufous-browed Peppershrike; both Turquoise and Bay-headed Tanagers; Green Hermit; 
Black-throated Mango; Forest Elaenia; Ochre-bellied Flycatcher; Yellow Oriole; White-necked Thrush; Rufous-
breasted Wren; White-flanked Antwren; Long- billed Gnatwren; and Bearded Bellbird.  

Mon., Nov. 4    Birding and Photographing the Centre/ Night Bird Outing  

This morning includes a full day of shooting at the Centre and on the trails, seeking out Tufted Coquette and 
birds seen from the coffee plantation blind, interspersed with one-on-one instruction, the chance to receive 
critiques on your images. A follow up presentation goes beyond the technical aspects of taking a picture, moving 
on to the art of making a photograph. Planning the shot, seeing like the camera, composing the shot and 
capturing the moment. There will be time to work in several key areas on varied subjects with Hugh. Lunch is 
always a nice break, and with one side of the dining room open to the forest, a cool breeze and birding action 
continue through your meal.  
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Tonight, join a night-birding field trip to lower elevation areas, departing from the Centre between 3:00 and 4:00 
PM. Don’t worry about missing out — your rum punch and hot dinner are packed to go. A no longer-used airfield 
(Waller Field) is our birding destination, where you will bird pre-sunset, enjoy drinks and dinner, then set off on 
a slow drive spotlighting for target species.  

Night Bird Outing Possibilities: Fork-tailed Palm-Swift; Sulphury Flycatcher; Moriche Oriole, White-tailed 
Nightjar; Common Pauraque; Common Potoo; Tropical Screech-Owl; Barn Owl; and Spectacled Owl (if you’re 
lucky).  

Tues., Nov. 5   Arima Market / Yerette Hummingbirds / Aripo Agricultural 

Station 

After breakfast this morning we will travel south down the Arima Valley. Photograph and visit at the colorful 
Arima Market, where vendors’ stalls compete with color and variety for your attention. Enjoy a new suite of 
hummingbirds in the beautiful gardens at Yerette. The owner, Theo Ferguson, shares his remarkable collection 
of images in addition to your viewing and photography.  

Stop on your way back to the Centre in the Northern Range foothills at the Aripo Agriculture Research Station, 
which breeds a cross of Water Buffalo and Brahma cattle (musically named Beefalpso!). The Research Station’s 
open countryside and rough pasture allow you to seek plenty of new species in easy to find open grounds from 
Southern Lapwing and Wattled Jacana, to Savannah Hawk and a wide variety of swifts and swallows. We look for 
soft afternoon light at this location.  
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After a rest, rum punch and dinner, join Hugh for a special evening workshop on using Lightroom software to 
manage your files and basic exposure, white balance and sharpening adjustments that you will want on every 
shot. 
 

Possible species at Yerette: Copper-rumped Hummingbird, White-chested Emerald, Blue-chinned Sapphire, 
White-necked Jacobin, Black-throated Mango, Long-billed Starthroat, Ruby Topaz, Tufted Coquette, Green 
Hermit, Rufous-breasted Hermit, Little Hermit, and Brown Violetear 

At the Aprio Agricultural Station: Great Kiskadee; Tropical Kingbird; Carib Grackle; Short-tailed Swift; Cocoi 
Heron; Savannah Hawk; Gray-headed Kite; Yellow-headed Caracara; Wattled Jacana; Southern Lapwing; Green-
rumped Parrotlet; Fork-tailed Palm-Swift; White-winged Swallow; White-headed Marsh-Tyrant; Pied Water-
Tyrant; Yellow-chinned Spinetail; Red-breasted Blackbird; Grassland Yellow-Finch; and Ruddy-breasted 
Seedeater  

Wed., Nov. 6   Oilbirds / Photo Class/ Landscape and Coffee Grove Tour / 

Photo Sharing 

This morning enjoy coffee, tea, and breakfast on the verandah, followed by a walk to see the Centre’s resident 
Oilbirds. We start on a short, but steep, path to Dunston Cave, a riparian grotto at AWNC. You enjoy exclusive 
access to a breeding colony of Oilbirds — queer nocturnal, fruit-eating birds that congregate here at one of the 
world’s most accessible nesting caves. This is a sensitive species, flash photography is not allowed, but Hugh can 
help you make the most of your short viewing time and the available light.  

After lunch and a rest break, Hugh will provide each participant an individual critique of a set of each 
participant’s chosen photos. Around your allotted time, enjoy free time at the Centre. Work on your own 
photography or take an optional walk down the driveway, and a short set of steps, to photograph the natural 
rock swimming pool at the Centre.  

Late afternoon the Centre’s landscape specialist shows off some of his current projects, including the Centre’s 
coffee bush grove, ready for harvest.  

This evening, after dinner, bring 5 of your favorite images to share with the group in a fun and entertaining time 
with images projected on a screen for group viewing.  

Those with energy can then try something new, the spectacular nighttime photography challenge of bats at the 
same nectar feeders off the Verandah after dark! 

Birding Highlights: Oilbirds 
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Thurs., Nov. 7      Morning Photography Class / Caroni Marsh 

Get up early to see what is visiting the verandah, walk trails to work on bellbirds or manakins, or simply have a 
relaxing morning. After breakfast, join Hugh for a more advanced final learning session on advanced Lightroom 
tools that can turn a good photo into a “Wow!” photo, followed by one-on-one instruction. 

By mid-afternoon you’ll depart for Caroni Swamp, birding along the way, and then arrive at a dock in Caroni 
National Park. There is a Visitor Center and restrooms here, and the mangroves are good to check for new 
species. From here you bird and photograph by boat (watch for Ruschenberger’s Tree Boa and Silky Anteater, 
too), then moor up at a quiet spot in the mangroves to let the sunset show begin. Hundreds, and sometimes 
thousands, of Scarlet Ibis cloud the sky as they come in to roost. Tonight’s experience is one you won’t soon 
forget. 

On the Outing to Caroni: Long-winged Harrier; Yellow-hooded Blackbird; Bicolored Conebill; Masked (Red-
capped) Cardinal; Straight-billed Woodcreeper; Green-throated Mango; Northern Waterthrush; Anhinga; 
Striated Heron; White-cheeked Pintail; Large-filled Tern; Pied Water-Tryrant; Common Potoo; Scarlet Ibis.  

Fri., Nov. 8   Early Birding from the Verandah / Centre Trails / Departures  

Today our week in Trinidad comes to an end. We strongly encourage you to make afternoon return flights since 
we are at least two hours from the airport (and you need to be there at least 2.5 hours ahead of your flight). If 
you must take an early flight, consider adding a night to your trip, and stay here to enjoy the day, and then leave 
for an airport hotel late in the afternoon. If you MUST leave early, a special transfer can be arranged at an 
additional expense. If you have late departures (some flights leave around mid-night) you can store your bags, 
purchase an extra lunch and dinner and thus have another full and wonderful day!   
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This Itinerary is subject to change due to 
weather, road condition, access and 
other real-world factors. The order of the 
trips may also change. Should a location 
or region become unavailable, we will 
make every effort to visit an equivalent 
location or region. 
 

Additional Information 
Photo Gear: A lot time will be on spent on photographing birds 
but there will also be opportunities for photographing 
landscapes, plants and people. Bring photo gear in keeping 
with your interests. A long lens is needed for birds (400mm 
equivalent or greater).  Any camera that has the capability to 
give the user control over f-stop, shutter speed, ISO, focus and 
exposure compensation will be fine for this course. That 
includes DSLR's, mirrorless and higher end all-in-one zooms. 
Anyone with a simple point and shoot will be frustrated by the 
limitations of the camera's controls in this course. 
This special workshop is limited to 9 participants, coming away 
with new treasured knowledge, great images, and wonderful 
memories!  
 

Photo Credits –  
All images provided by Hugh Simmons.  
Black-throated Mango; American Flamingo; Barred Antshrike; 
Brown-crested Flycatcher; Blue-gray Tanager; Collared Trogon; 
Birding group; Asa Wright Nature Center; Great Kiskadee; 
Green Kingfisher; Masked Cardinal; Asa Wright Nature Centre 
x2; Ruby-topaz Hummingbird; Red-crowned Woodpecker; 
Waterfall; Red-billed Tropicbird;  Common Black Hawk; Green 
Honeycreeper 

 Plan Ahead!  
Protect yourself with Travel Insurance, 
available through our operator for the 
tour, www.caligo.com. Offset your 
Carbon Footprint on any of the online 
programs, with a receipt we refund you 
up to $50. 

 

 Cost of the Journey  
Cost of the journey is $1950 SGL or 
$2295 DBL occupancy, from Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. Tour cost includes airport 
transfers, accommodations for 6 nights, 
all meals, professional guide services, 
park and program entrance fees, and 
miscellaneous program expenses.  
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