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which included Buccaneered meats,
pastelles, callaloo, cassava dumplings,
coo coo and a wicked vegetarian
pepper pot!

Food Fair in
the Forest
By Denise Etienne
Peaceful scenery, parang and plenty
of good food – this best describes
the Indigenous Culinary and Cultural
Festival, held a few weekends ago
in the lush fruitful mountains of
Brasso Seco. This event was hosted
by the Brasso Seco Paria Tourism
Action Committee (TAC) which is a
community-based organisation run
by villagers who desire to develop,
promote and preserve all that this
picturesque valley has to offer. The
TAC has been hosting this event since
2002, and it attracts visitors from far
and wide. For the first time this year,

There was representation from several
different groups including Asa Wright
Nature Centre which is also a part
of this abundant Northern Range
rainforest community, and a pioneer in
the field of preservation, conservation
and education. The El Socorro Wildlife
Conservation showcased a variety of
their live animals including snakes,
raptors, parrots, ducks, and even
a white-faced capuchin monkey
enjoyed all the attention of the
passersby. The local farmers’ group
ered
a plethora of their fresh, sweet
The driveway tooff
the
Tower
Our PiLA intern, Robyn, at AWNC’s booth at
produce.
Photo by Mukesh
Ramdass Local crafts and preserved
the festival. Photo by Denise Etienne
fruits were available. There was also
a group which demonstrated some
the TAC invited other organisations and of the processes involved in turning
community groups to participate in this cocoa beans into dark chocolate! So
event. Besides bringing the communities despite the inclement weather there
together, one of the main aims of this was a big turnout and most people
festival is to create a fun and educational took home a souvenir or two, or simply
day for all of its visitors. While sharing in great memories of a day well spent in
some tasty and traditionally prepared meals the bush!

Clean-up Around
the Cave
This month naturalist guides, Caleb Walker
and Barry Ramdass together got our Oilbird
Cave ready again for the visitors. They
worked on the path leading inside the cave
– clearing overhanging branches, cleaning
railings, benches and the boardwalk
and drenching underneath it. This was
followed later on by Mr. Rodriguez, who
cleared some of the Oilbird Trail. Earlier on,
Mukesh and Barry Ramdass had cleared
the Oilbird Trail. Here are Caleb and
Barry at the worksite.

Caleb at the worksite.
Photo by Barry Ramdass

Barry at the worksite.
Photo by Caleb Walker
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Nariva now Inaccessible
By Peter O’Connor
We regret to advise everyone that our tours to
Nariva and to Bush Bush Island Nature Sanctuary are
temporarily unavailable.
Exceptionally heavy rainfall in the Nariva watershed
area in November has washed away large sections of
the road along the Manzanilla Road and the road will
be closed until further notice.
Pawi (Pipile pipile). Photo by Mukesh Ramdass

This year I shot a Pawi
for Thanksgiving

We will keep all informed as to when the road may be
re-opened.
Photographs courtesy Irie Eye Aerial Photography

By Robyn Bath-Rosenfeld
At Asa Wright it is often common to see guests bounding
onto the verandah with a gleeful smile on their face as
they say “I shot a Pawi (Pipile pipile) today!” or “I shot six”.
While Asa Wright does not support the shooting of its only
endemic, endangered bird, when done with a camera
we’re more than happy to join in the celebration. And
this Thanksgiving, I found myself with turkey in one hand,
and a prized photo of a pawi in the other. I would assume
that most of the world (who cares) looks at American
Thanksgiving as yet another excuse for Americans to eat.
However, Thanksgiving is more humbly a time to celebrate
the bounty of the harvest, and the love of friends and
family. We have our traditional plates of turkey, mashed
potatoes, gravy, and stuffing – basically anything beige and
filled with butter will suffice, but the most important thing
about Thanksgiving is with whom you share it.
Sitting around the Asa Wright dinner table every night is
reminiscent of Thanksgiving. Guests share with each other
the bounty of the day’s bird sightings, and cameras are
passed around the Lazy Suzan as photographers display
their most prized shots. For just a day, or even a week, Asa
Wright guests come together and form a family during
their stay, becoming fast friends over a shared love of travel
and ornithology. Those connections are in themselves a
thanksgiving, and I feel fortunate to be invited to the table
every night.

Totally impassible

The road is a river?

Design and Layout courtesy Lonsdale Saatchi & Saatchi Advertising Ltd, a friend of the Asa Wright Nature Centre

N O V E M B E R • PAGE 3

Mottled Owl

November 2014

The Big-Sit Event
held at Asa Wright

(Ciccaba virgata)
By Johanne Ryan

By Kimberly Chu Foon

This month, we feature the Mottled
Owl, one of Trinidad’s nocturnal
raptors. Although fairly common
throughout much of Central and
South America, the Mottled owl is
not the most frequently seen owl in
Trinidad.
The Mottled Owl exhibits the
distinctive features of dark eyes
and a lack of ear tufts. Generally,
its upperparts are dark brown and
underparts, brown with dark-brown
streaks. As for vocal identification – it
makes two calls. It will hoot deeply in
series and also screeches, albeit, less
melodiously.
This member of the family Strigidae
measures 14 inches. As a mediumsized owl, it hunts for small mammals
and insects. Snakes, spiders or
salamanders are not excluded from
its diet either. It usually nests in a
tree cavity about 6 to 8 metres off the
ground. On average, its nest will hold
two white eggs.
Listen for its hoot, look for its piercing
eyes. Could the Mottled Owl could be
at a forest near you?

Photo by Fayard Mohammed
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Asa Wright held its first Big Sit event
on October 11th of this year. For those
of you wondering what the Big Sit is,
it’s an event hosted by Birdwatcher’s
Digest aimed at counting all the bird
species observed (seen and heard)
within 24 hours. The rules are simple.
All observations must be made
within a 17-foot diameter circle and
anything recorded outside of that
doesn’t count! It’s a fun circle to be
in and participants can chat with
each other, have a few snacks and
enjoy bird-watching. AWNC’s Big Sit
circle was, of course, located on our
famous verandah which is perfect
for viewing birds. At the end of
the event, with the help of Martyn
Kenefick and a few other visitors, a
total of 70 species was recorded. A
few highlights included the Zonetailed Hawk, Trinidad Motmot, Redrumped Woodpecker and Squirrel
Cuckoo.

Hilty, Steven L. Birds of Venezuela. Princeton
University Press. 2002.

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE MONTH
If you think your child has done something helpful to preserve the
environment, please feel free to share it with us. Either write a short story, or
send a few pictures to dinetienne44@gmail.com
He/she may be selected as our Young Environmentalist for the month! Once
your child is featured in our monthly newsletter, he/she and two adults
will be given a complimentary day visit to Asa Wright Nature Center, which
includes viewing birds/animals on the verandah, a nature tour and use of
the clear-water pool. Ages 5-16.

Design and Layout courtesy Lonsdale Saatchi & Saatchi Advertising Ltd, a friend of the Asa Wright Nature Centre

