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Time for Coffee…
Harvesting
By Peter O’Connor
We usually begin to harvest our Robusta Coffee in November
each year, and complete the task in January, when we pick
the berries that had not ripened in November and December.
But this crop was slower to ripen and although we planned to
harvest earlier, we could not.
Could this be a factor of the unusual weather last year and the
result of global warming? We did experience less than average
rainfall during the first months (July through October) of the
rainy season last year.

Ripe berries waiting for harvesters. Photo by Peter O’Connor

But that is behind us now, and the trees at Spring Hill are laden
with ripe and ripening berries. We would have begun harvesting
by the time you read this, but we will still have time and space
for volunteer groups to join us on weekends through January
and early February, to help harvest our coffee. Interested groups
should contact asawrightconsedu@gmail.com

Staff Christmas Party
By Robyn Bath- Rosenfeld
There are very few things in life that make an employee
want to come back to work on a Saturday night, but in
Trinidad, the promise of a party is one of them. This year
Asa Wright brought back its tradition of hosting a staff
Christmas party on 13th December. Planning began
weeks in advance to festoon the Mango Room, and fill
the hall with our famous food and cheer. The chirping of
Bananaquits was drowned out by the buzz of coworkers
discussing the party, and what they were getting for their
Secret Santa gift exchange (it’s hard to keep a secret!).
On the night of the event, staff, board members, and
their guests arrived in their finest frocks, resembling
the bright plumages of our Purple Honeycreepers, Blue
Dacnis, and Orange-winged Parrots. We were even
joined by several lodge guests, who greatly enjoyed
participating in a proper “Trini Lime.” Our chefs outdid
themselves yet again, producing a wonderful spread
of meats, pastelles, and fruit cake. As the tables

Staff members at the party.

made way for the dance floor and the evening carried on, staff
began displaying their amazing dance moves, rivaled only by
the Golden-headed Manakin at his Lek. We apologse to any
Ferruginous Pygmy Owls that were disturbed by our merry
making.
We hope that you all had just as wonderful a Christmas Season
as we did.
Happy New Year from the Asa Wright Family.
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Christmas
Bird Count
2015

bird populations. This encouraged
ornithologist, Frank Chapman (of
the Audubon Society), to launch
the first Christmas bird census on
Christmas day 1900 which promoted
the conservation of birds as opposed
to the hunting of them. Now, 115
years later the CBC event has grown
to over 2,300 observation circles and
is now the longest running Citizen
Science survey in the world. The
data obtained has proven to be vital
for conservationists and can inform
strategies on protecting birds and
their habitats.

By Kimberly Chu Foon
The month of December means it’s
that special time of the year again!
There’s turkey, ham, ponche de crème
(or as we say it punch ah crème)
and sorrel to satisfy our appetites,
parang melodies to get us dancing
and brilliant light displays to get
us all nostalgic and happy about
the season. Then there’s the annual
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) which
is perhaps the highlight for all the
nature lovers and conservationists
who get excited once the words
bird and count happen in the same
sentence. It’s the time of the year that
we can gallivant in the outdoors with
our favourite pair of binoculars trying
to find as many species of birds that
we can and counting them along the
way.
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Just a background for those of you who’ve
yet to participate, the Christmas Bird Count
is an annual event held by the Audubon
Society. Believe it or not, it stemmed from
an event known as the Christmas “Side
Hunt” where the participant that brought
in the biggest pile of feathered quarry
was the winner. At the turn of the 20th
century, conservation was in its start up
stages and scientists were becoming more
and more concerned about the declining

In Trinidad and Tobago, the first CBC
was conducted in 1969. Over the
years, a number of count sites have
been established including but not
limited to Lalaja, Caroni Swamp,
Maracas Valley, Aripo and of course
the Asa Wright Nature Centre. The
count for 2014 was held on Sunday,
28th December, and people of all
ages and experience were welcome
to participate. The results of the CBC
have not yet been published but
stay tuned for next month’s Bellbird
Newsletter to find out just how many
species and individual birds we were
lucky enough to find!

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE MONTH
If you think your child has done something helpful to preserve the
environment, please feel free to share it with us. Either write a short story, or
send a few pictures to dinetienne44@gmail.com
He/she may be selected as our Young Environmentalist for the month! Once
your child is featured in our monthly newsletter, he/she and two adults
will be given a complimentary day visit to Asa Wright Nature Center, which
includes viewing birds/animals on the verandah, a nature tour and use of
the clear-water pool. Ages 5-16.
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Southern
Tamandua
(Tamandua tetradactyla)
By Johanne Ryan
The Southern Tamandua, a creature
of distinctive appearance, carries
prominent ears, a long snout and a
prehensile tail. It is Trinidad’s only
representative of the anteater family
Mymecophagidae; a family native to
Central and South America. Those
in Trinidad have mostly light brown
fur, in contrast to populations in the
southern part of South America which
have strong black markings.
Each bodily feature of the Collared
Anteater, another sobriquet, is
uniquely adapted to its lifestyle. Its
long snout with a tiny opening, about
the diameter of a pencil, is just large
enough for the long, barbed tongue
to fit through. Both the spiked tongue
and sticky saliva, help it to catch and
eat ants and termites, its foods of
choice. Spikes and stickiness which
no doubt, compensate for the lack of
teeth.
With poor vision, the Collared Anteater
relies on its olfactory sense to locate
its meals. Claws are also essential for
such an animal. The claws, powered by
the strong forearms, can rip open ant
and termite nests and can also help in
defense. If attacked on the ground the
anteater can also grab the opponent
with its forearms. But these claws
can even pierce its own palms, so the
Southern Tamandua must walk on
the outside of its limbs to prevent
the claws from penetrating its
palms.

Just one of the times we caught a
Southern Tamandua on camera.
Photo courtesy Mike Rutherford
Southern Tamandua at a home in Cascade,
suburb of Port of Spain.
Photo by Jean Michel Gibert

Their liking to ants and termites has
also come in handy for homo sapiens.
Amazonian Indians, are said to sometimes
use the anteaters to remove infestations
of ants and termites from their homes.
Measuring between 53 and 88 cm, the
solitary dweller of forests and savannas, was
caught on camera strolling on Springhill’s
trails. And more surprisingly, another
anteater was photographed on a porch
in a residential garden in the hills of north
Trinidad. So the Southern Tamandua is very
much part of our ecosystem.
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