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much time birding (not possible), and my brain can only
see birds, but take a moment to consider the similarities.
You see, it all starts with the costumes: men and women
are minimally clothed except for some sequins and a
large head piece of FEATHERS. Blue, gold, green, red, tigerstriped, Polk a dot. You name it, all of the different feather
plumages were out on d’road. As the day wore on some
masqueraders began to resemble a Purple Honeycreeper
with a bad juvenile molt, but overall I was blown away by
the colour spectacle and similarity the costumes held to a
mixed flock.

A Ruby Topaz hummingbird on display. Photo by Ashley Grove

Birds of a feather flock
in the same band!
By Robyn Bath-Rosenfeld
For Trinidadians, another Carnival has come and gone. This
being my first Carnival, I was immediately swept up in the
hype and excitement of pre-carnival fétes, the soca monarch
competition, and the pounding of the steelpan. Despite all
the pre-mas celebrations, the climax was clearly Carnival
Tuesday when pretty mas (masqueraders) took to the streets
of Port of Spain. I attended the event as an open-minded
observer, mentally preparing myself to be wined upon (local
dance) by every masquerader I encountered. What I didn’t
expect was for the parading of the bands to remind me of
Asa Wright. While I have already compared other fêtes to
our birds, Carnival takes the cake. Maybe I’m spending too

But then, the masqueraders started acting like birds. In
masses they would dance around the drink truck just as
Jacobins and Banaquits swarm a hummingbird feeder. I
believe some masqueraders were exhibiting trap-lining:
flitting from bar to bar along the road as they went. Some
bands had “sprinkler trucks” and masqueraders lined up to
cool down in the mist, just like a Tufted Coquette cleaning
itself in the afternoon showers. During the heat of the day
many masqueraders took to the shade and rest trucks
for a break. You know what they say about birding in the
middle of the day.
There were also the mating displays to consider. Men
and women were bumping and wining in movements
similar to a male Crested Oropendola or Manakin. The
only difference here was switched dimorphism: Carnival
is all about the ladies and they definitely came out in
much more flamboyant and glittery costumes than their
male counterparts. It seemed that as the music calls got
louder, the more excited the masqueraders became. The
whole cacophony of music trucks drowned out all sense
of hearing the way a Bellbird lek will absorb all other forest
sounds.
I suppose my greatest takeaway from Carnival 2015 is
that 1) I will be taking part next year (time to step off the
viewing verandah) and 2) you will find me in the band
with the most feathers.
I’m sure the real birds are enjoying some peace and quiet
now that the feather headpieces have been put on the
shelf until next year.
To find out more about Ashley Grove, you can visit the
website www.experiencenature.co.uk
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Taking guests to ‘the valley of life’
By Robyn Bath-Rosenfeld
For years, Asa Wright guests have
gone on day trips all around Trinidad
to diversify their birdwatching and
experience new ecosystems. One
such tour, the Blanchisseuse Day Trip,
takes guests up and over Morne Bleu
and down towards the North Coast
of Blanchisseuse beach, birding and
admiring the views as they go. Since
December, some 10 tours have come
to include a detour down the Paria
road towards a small community
called Brasso Seco – the valley of life.
Brasso Seco is known for its
stunning waterfalls, hiking and local
indigenous cuisine. The Brasso Seco
Tourism Action Committee (TAC)
has partnered with Caligo Tours
and Asa Wright to provide lunch
in a wonderful locale for guests.
The indigenous cuisine is served at
the visitor facility, and may include
smoked chicken, provisions, turmeric
rice, and the community special
dhalaloo (dasheen callaloo and dhal).
After lunch, guests enjoy birding
around the village, followed by
homemade cocoa ice cream. The TAC

Visitors savour a meal at Brasso Seco. Photo courtesy the Brasso Seco Tourism Action
Committee

also produces and sells coffee and cocoa
products from the community.
This partnership has created positive
experiences for all parties. Visiting guests
experience a new community and
cuisine, while learning about some of
the community development initiatives
actively taking place in Trinidad. The
Brasso Seco TAC now has a consistent use
for its visitor facility, catering services, and
staffing, something that they have not had

in the past. All profits from the lunches
stay within the facility for use by the
TAC. Kelly Fitzjames, representative
of the TAC, envisions this tour taking
place throughout the year (busy and
slow tourism season), promoting the
community.
If you are interested in taking a tour
to Brasso Seco contact Asa Wright,
or the Brasso Seco Tourism Action
Committee at (868) 718-8605.

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE MONTH
If you think your child has done something helpful to preserve the
environment, please feel free to share it with us. Either write a short story or
send a few pictures to dinetienne44@gmail.com
He/she may be selected as our Young Environmentalist for the month. Once
your child is featured in our monthly newsletter, he/she and two adults
will be given a complimentary day visit to Asa Wright Nature Center, which
includes viewing birds/animals on the verandah, a nature tour and use of
the clearwater pool. Ages 5-16.
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Green-rumped
Parrotlet
(Forpus passerinus)
By Johanne Ryan
About as small as a Green
Honeycreeper, the Green-rumped
Parrotlet may appear as a small flash
of green as it quickly flies across a
field. If this green flash is not enough
to identify it, a reliable guide or avid
birder may best tell you it’s a Greenrumped Parrotlet. With a pale pinkish
bill, the bright green plumage is
perhaps its most noticeable feature.
But taking a closer look at the sexes,
males have blue wing coverts while
females have yellow on the forehead.
Green-rumped Parrotlets are social
birds; they move in flocks and are
normally found in pairs during the
breeding season. Breeding has been
recorded for most months between
February and August. A cavity in a
dead tree, termitary, stub or even a
hollow pipe is the choice location for
nests to be built. And they do have

Photo by Clive Bowley

a preference for using tree holes in palm
trees.
Where do these parrotlets get their food?
From plants. They feed in groups and eat
buds, flowers, small fruits and of course
seeds including those of sorrel (Hibiscus
sabdariffa). You may hear their piercing
chatter as they forage, in groups, for meals.
Green-rumped Parrotlets inhabit a wide
range of habitats in Trinidad – mangroves,
lowland forest, semi-open savannahs and
the suburbs. They were introduced to
Tobago in the 1950s and can also be found in
other corners of the Caribbean archipelago

and parts of South America.
At evening time, flocks of parrotlets
may gather at the roost to rest up for
the day ahead. If you are nearby, take
an upward gaze, a good way to wrap
up your day.
References:
ffrench, Richard. A Guide to the Birds of
Trinidad and Tobago. Cornell University
Press. 2012.
Hilty, Steven L. Birds of Venezuela.
Princeton University Press. 2003.

The Bright Future Ambassadors leave their mark at
the Asa Wright Nature Centre
Article and photo by Kimberly Chu Foon

Scotiabank’s Bright Future
Ambassadors.

Scotiabank’s Bright Future Ambassadors
came out in full force at the Asa Wright
Nature Centre a few weeks ago. The students
came from Tunapuna Secondary School
and were eager to get some volunteer work
done. With gear in hand and an enthusiastic
outlook, they trekked through our coffee
plantation, up towards our bird blind. There
they planted a number of fruit trees in close
proximity to the blind. The purpose being
that these fruits would attract a wide variety

of birds to the area. After all, a bird’s
got to eat and there’s nothing tastier
than some ripe, sweet pawpaw fruits.
Over 20 trees were planted at the end
of the day.
The Bright Future Ambassadors
Programme aims to support and invest
in initiatives that create opportunities
for the sustainable development of
youth and communities. Here’s to
more collaborations with these and
other groups in the future.
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The Valley Schools Outreach Programme
continues in 2015
By Johanne Ryan
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schools but also extending students’
knowledge beyond the syllabus. The
lessons relate to the local environment
so children can become familiar with
their own habitats and the flora and
fauna therein. In the last academic
year, this programme reached about
1,050 students. We ventured as far
as St. Augustine, Tunapuna and Brazil
doing environmental presentations
in schools.
This term, AWNC is visiting the
Arima Boys’ Government School,
Arima West Primary School and
Arima Presbyterian School. Topics
of interest have been food chains,
vertebrates, our precious wetlands,
water, our environment and

Students of the Arima West Primary School. Photo by Johanne Ryan

climate change. We have also had
our Princeton in Latin America
intern from the U.S.A., Robyn, get
a taste of local schools, joining the
programme for the past few weeks.
New this term, a birdwatching
project was started at The Arima
West Primary School. Students have
visited the school’s large playing
field, a suitable birdwatching
spot, to observe birds and record
their observations. Students have
seen Swallows, Swifts, Cornbirds,
Black Vultures (Corbeaux), Great
Kiskadees and Ruddy Ground
Doves, among others. They have
even come across two birds’ nests
on the school’s property. One was
hidden in a light fixture, a treat for
the eager new birdwatchers. The
first bird checklists have already
been uploaded to e-bird and we
hope to post many more.

Students of the Arima West Primary School learn
about mangroves. Photo by Robyn Bath-Rosenfeld

Since 2010, conservation officer, Johanne
Ryan has been conducting The Valley
Schools Outreach Programme. Our
Valley Schools Outreach Programme
was reintroduced in 2008 and formalised
by Ms. Denise Etienne, our current
education officer, who developed specific
programmes for the outreach initiative.
To find out more about the programme
you can email us at:
asawrightconsedu@gmail.com
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