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Service Awards
for External Guides

By June De Gale-Rampersad

The Centre recently hosted a small 
function to show appreciation for 
our external guides. This event took 
place on Saturday 10th June, 2017 
to coincide with our Extraordinary 
General Meeting (EGM), as it was the 
perfect opportunity to have all of our 
board members, both local and non-
resident, staff and guests present to 
join in this evening of celebration.

It was a genuine message of thanks 
being extended to our guides for all of 
their work and efforts over the years. 
These guides make our guests feel 
welcome and safe, whilst providing 
accurate knowledge of our birds, 
island, folklore and local customs. 
Kudos were also given to their wives 
for their patience and tolerance of 
the amount of time the job took 
their husbands out of their homes, 
as early as 3:00 a.m. to head to Grand 
Riviere or 2: 00 a.m. for a pick-up at the 
airport. Sometimes they even faced 
flight delays for hours. The guides 
have also spent time away from 
home on Christmas Day and special 
occasions in order to accommodate 
the demand of the busy season as 
guests arrive and make requests to go 
birding.

Special thanks went out to Mr. Jogie 
Ramlal, Mr. Roodal Ramlal, Mr. Mahase 
Ramlal, Mr. Dave Ramlal, Mr. Sookdeo 
Ramdass and Mr. Charran Ramdass. 

Mr. Sookdeo Ramdass was unable 
to attend so he was presented 
with his token at his home.

Jogie Ramlal receives his token from 
Chair of the Board, Graham White (right) 
and Vice Chair, Phil Schaeffer (left)

(L-R) Christine Toppin-Allahar, Mahase Ramlal 
and Marina Narinesingh

(L-R) Margaret Schaeffer, Dr. Carol 
James and Roodal Ramlal

(L-R) Courtney Buechert, Peg Abbott 
and Dave Ramlal

Continued on page 2

(L-R) Bob Thomas, Charran Ramdass 
and Peter O’Connor

Toasting our guides on the verandah.                 
At the front is General Manager, Ann Sealey 

Photos by Pamela Allemany
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Our external guides all live in the 
community of Temple Village and in 
addition to being neighbours, are all 
related. 

Mr. Jogie Ramlal has served the 
Centre for approximately 36 years. 
He was employed at Simla, our 
research station, where he worked 
with William Beebe. At Simla, Jogie 

met Dr. England who introduced him 
to birds and taught him how to identify 
various species. To boost what he had 
learnt, distinguished ornithologist,             
Mr. Richard ffrench, took Jogie birding in 
various parts of Trinidad, reinforcing his 
knowledge. This knowledge was handed 
down from Jogie to his brother, Roodal, 
and in turn to their sons and nephews.

These gentlemen have done Asa Wright 
Nature Centre (AWNC) and Trinidad and 

Tobago proud as their knowledge 
within the birding community is 
second to none. Their names are 
known by ‘birders’ internationally and 
they are ambassadors for Trinidad that 
may easily go unnoticed. Hence it was 
with great joy that they were publicly 
recognised for their past and ongoing 
service as part of the Asa Wright family, 
and for the time and effort they have 
contributed throughout the years.

His Excellency Anthony Thomas 
Aquinas Carmona, O.R.T.T., S.C., 
President of the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago, and Her Excellency 
Reema Carmona hosted a cocktail 
reception in celebration of the AWNC’s 
50th Anniversary. The event was held 
on June 9th, coinciding with our 
EGM. Our board members, local and 
non-resident, and invited guests, had 
the opportunity to meet President 
Anthony Carmona and Mrs. Reema 
Carmona. As guests entered the 
National Academy of the Performing 
Arts, they were greeted to a display 
showcasing some of Trinidad and 
Tobago’s wildlife and highlights of 
AWNC’s activities.

Asa Wright Nature Centre extends our 
deepest gratitude to the Office of the 
President for this thoughtful gesture 
taken to acknowledge the value of 
the Centre’s work throughout the 
years.  Thank you to all who attended.  
We look forward to your continued 
support. Thank you to the UWI Zoology 
Museum for their items which added 
to AWNC’s display.  Keep checking our 
Facebook page for updates on our 

50th anniversary activities.

50th Anniversary Cocktail Reception

Naturalist Guide, Jessie Pitt and Hannah 
Janoura at the display area

(L-R) Former AWNC Education & Community 
Outreach Specialist, Kenneth Fournillier, 
chats with Susan Lakhan-Baptiste, Managing 
Director of Nature Seekers, and Raye Sandy, 
former AWNC Board Member  

Vice Chair, Phil Schaeffer, and General 
Manager, Ann Sealey, meet President 
Anthony Carmona

Chairman of the Board of AWNC,     
Graham White, makes his address

Photos by Wendell S.J. Reyes
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The Baltimore Oriole that was mentioned in 
the May 2017 issue of Bellbird
Photo by Ashley Grove

T&T Birding Scene:
A Gray-necked
Wood-Rail at
Springhill

By Martyn Kenefick

The Asa Wright family here in Springhill 
is growing. Back in April, we reported 
that a Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl was 
getting interested in one of our nest 
boxes erected last year. We now have 
the delightful sight of two baby owlets 
peering out of the entrance hole 
awaiting parental feed. Added to that, 
our resident Green Hermit is mothering 
her third brood hanging from the light 
chain in our lounge. In front of the 
balcony has also produced excitement. 
Hummingbirds almost stole the show. 
Late May produced a scarce Brown 
Violetear, whilst on June 8th, a female 
Amethyst Woodstar briefly fed on both 
purple and pink Vervain.  Star bird of 
the month was a Gray-necked Wood-
Rail strutting around, close to our 
herb garden. This is only the second 
time this species has been seen on the 
estate.

The entrance road came into its own 
over the weekend of the June11th 
and 12th, but not for birds. Firstly, a 
Boa Constrictor, perhaps around six 
to seven feet long, was rescued from 
the roadside and relocated to a tree 
in front of the balcony. A considerably 
bigger Tigre snake, certainly more 
than eight feet in length, was seen by a 
number of visitors, stretched out high 
in a roadside bamboo patch.

Continuing the trend, another 
Amethyst Woodstar was found 

at Yerette on June 12th.  Provided both 
submissions are considered favourably by 
the national Rare Birds Committee, these 
two sightings will bring the total found in 
Trinidad to eight – all since 2015 and all 
between May and July.

Away from Springhill, perhaps the most 
exciting finds have involved members 
of the parrot family. An AWNC board 
members outing to Nariva encountered the 
magnificent sight of no less than 26 Blue 
and Yellow Macaws flying over the swamp 
on June 11th, whilst, in Pleasantville, San 
Fernando, a flock of some 20 White-eyed 
Parakeets have been noted on several 
occasions. Historically, there has been a 
flock of these parakeets in north Port of 
Spain, having escaped from an aviary. 
However in recent years, the species has 
have been found in several distant parts 
of the island and no doubt represent 

wandering birds from neighbouring 
South America. The macaw sighting 
shows the current success of the 
reintroduction project, however 
the cage bird trade shows just how 
vulnerable they still are and we must 
never allow complacency to set in.

Flycatchers are always considered a 
challenge to identify by local birders, 
none more so than members of the 
Elaenia group. This time of year also 
brings to the country wandering 
Small-billed Elaenias from the 
mainland, which are confusingly 
similar to a rare Trini resident species, 
the Lesser Elaenia which in turn is 
extremely similar in appearance to the 
widespread Yellow-bellied Elaenia. 
Multiple reports of all three species 
have been documented in the last 
few weeks from the dry scrubland of 
Carlsen Fields and Orange Grove. The 
Rare Birds Committee will have their 
work cut out on these.

Other notable sightings during 
the review period include a male 
Yellow-bellied Seedeater in the Aripo 
savannah on June 6th; an unseasonal 
Least Tern at Brickfields on the 7th; 
an adult Great Black Hawk watched 
by an experienced observer over 
Grande Riviere on the 8th; two White-
faced Whistling-Ducks on Caroni 
Rice Project on the 12th, and a Black-
whiskered Vireo from Carlsen Fields 
on June 15th.

Finally, to demonstrate just how much 
of a growing hobby birdwatching has 
become, almost 19,000 observers 
from 150 countries contributed to 
Global Big Day 2017, held in mid- May, 
making it the world’s biggest-ever co-
ordinated international bird survey 
— and representing a significant 
increase on the 16,000 that took 
part in 2016.  Correspondingly, the 
total number of bird species seen 
worldwide also increased, with a 
record 6,568 logged (6,284 in 2016).

A still frame of the Gray-necked Wood-Rail seen 
at Springhill.  This was taken from a video by 
Ann Sealey
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Aplomado
Falcon
(Falco femoralis)

By Johanne Ryan

As far as birds go, in Trinidad and 
Tobago, the Aplomado Falcon is a rare 
one. A visitor to Trinidad, there are 
usually just five to six birds recorded 
annually on the island.  This bird is also 
the second largest falcon recorded in 
Trinidad.  The Peregrine Falcon is the 
largest one recorded in T&T.

The Aplomado Falcon inhabits a range 
from the southwest United States to 
South America. Here, it hangs out at 
savannahs and marshes in areas like 
Nariva and Caroni. One call is known 
of this raptor:  “ee-ee-ee-ee”. 

A majestic bird, it is named for its 
dark grey back. In Spanish, aplomado 
means “lead-coloured”. This raptor has 
a dark band separating the whitish 
throat and breast, and the cinnamon 
lower underparts. It has white bands 
on the tail. Its black face stripe also 

An adult Aplomado Falcon 
eats an insect. This bird was 
photographed near Kernaham 
earlier this year.
Photo by Barry Ramdass

distinguishes it from the other falcons 
recorded in T&T.

For food, the Aplomado Falcon takes both 
vertebrates and invertebrates.  Bats, birds, 
mice, lizards, fish and insects are among 
its choices for breakfast, lunch or dinner. 
It is known to have a particular liking for 
shorebirds. The Aplomado Falcon makes a 
stick nest that will usually be filled with a 

clutch of one or two eggs.  Breeding 
has been recorded in the Caroni 
Swamp. 

The only months during which 
the Aplomado Falcon has not 
been documented in Trinidad, are 
February and May. That means there 
is the chance of you spotting one this 
month, if you are lucky, that is.

If you think your child has done something helpful to preserve the environment, 
please feel free to share it with us. Either write a short story or send a few pictures 
to asawrightconsedu@gmail.com

He/she may be selected as our Young Environmentalist of the Month. Once your 
child is featured in our monthly newsletter, he/she and two adults will be given 
a complimentary day visit to Asa Wright Nature Centre, which includes viewing 
birds/animals on the Verandah, a nature tour and use of the clear-water pool. 
Ages 5-16. 

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST OF THE MONTH


