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A Cerulean Warbler Sighted

“

By Martyn Kenefick

Away from the Centre, by far the rarest bird on the
island was actually found back in early December but
not definitively identified until February. It was a female
Cerulean Warbler, whose status is declared as “vulnerable” by
the IUCN and is the 4th to have been found in T&T.

”

It had taken us until the 23rd of April to
find a rare bird at Springhill this season,
then an adult male Rose-breasted
Grosbeak was found quietly feeding
on a Trema tree in front of the balcony.
It remained loyal to the Trema and a
Wild Tobacco tree alongside until the
month end. Of the 11 sightings in T&T
of this northbound migrant in the last
23 years, seven have been in April and
all but one were found at Asa Wright!
Other notable finds on the estate
include a pair of Ferruginous Pygmy
Owls attending one of our nest boxes,
and a Cocoa Woodcreeper emerging
from one of the others; our Brown
Violetear, present for much of the
winter season finally departed on
22nd March and what was almost
certainly a female Ruddy Quail Dove
was flushed from the trail close to the
Golden-headed Manakin lek on 13th
April. Away from birds, perhaps the
luckiest encounter was when Barry
glimpsed a Red Brocket Deer from the
Bellbird trail on 26th January.
Away from the Centre, by far the
rarest bird on the island was actually
found back in early December but not
definitively identified until February. It
was a female Cerulean Warbler, whose
status is declared as “vulnerable” by the
IUCN and is the 4th to have been found
in T&T. It remained until 19th March
at least. Setophaga warblers in nonbreeding plumage can be notoriously
difficult to identify, especially if they
remain faithful to the very tops of a
75-foot-tall Samaan tree!
Finding migrating wood warblers
is a major past time for the local

Cerulean Warbler

Photo by Nigel Lallsingh
Continues on next page
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A Cerulean Warbler Sighted (continued)
From previous page

birdwatching community and early 2018
was an excellent season with Blackburnian
Warblers at both Gran Couva and Caura valley;
at Cape May in Gran Couva, a Chestnut-sided
in Chaguaramas and a Prothonotary Warbler
over at Bon Accord, Tobago.
Remaining with the northbound migrant
theme, a female Summer Tanager, annual
now in Trinidad, was found in Caura Valley
but much rarer, an adult male Scarlet
Tanager was photographed close to Brasso
Seco on 16th April. No less than eleven out
of the twelve documented sightings of this
colourful migrant have been in April.
Visitors from the south included Swallow
Tanagers, which have come here to breed,
along the Blanchisseuse Road from 27th
February and the first Snail Kite of the season
at Aranguez on 30th March. In each of the
last three years, Snail Kites have appeared in
our farmlands during March. They breed very
close by on mainland South America and with
the increasing frequency of sightings it may
well be added to the list of Trinidad breeding
species in the not too distant future.
Once again, Dickcissels have been found in
large numbers in our sugar cane and rice
fields. Flocks numbering in their thousands
have been recorded from both Rahamut
Trace and Caroni Rice Project. Not to be
outdone, two birds were found at Canaan,
Tobago on 25th January – an extremely
good Tobago record.
Many of our uncommon or elusive resident
species were documented during the review
period. Rufous-necked Wood-Rail in the
mangrove at Manzanilla; a Mangrove Cuckoo

Rose-breasted Grosbeak Photo by Nancy Walker

in Caroni Swamp; Blue Ground-Doves in
Chaguaramas and Brown-throated Parakeets
nesting once again in the Aripo Savanna.
Additional miscellaneous rarities reported
include the first documented Savanna Hawk
and the second ever Black-necked Stilt from
Tobago; an adult White-tailed Hawk close to
Kernaham and for the fourth year running,
an Amethyst Woodstar appeared at Yerette
on 28th April.
Without doubt, the most watched bird
gathering during the last few months has
been the build-up of American Flamingos
in Caroni swamp. The first birds were seen
on 31st January and by the end of April,
numbers had exceeded 100 birds. A truly
magical sight.
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A New Fire Festival
By Johanne Ryan
The New Fire Festival (NFF) is where sustainable living,
art and culture meet. The theme for this year’s event
was “Dream, Explore, Transform”. NFF took place at the
picturesque Ortinola Estate, where participants had the
option of camping out for the three days. The festival
offered health and wellness workshops and talks, yoga,
music, art, healthy food and more. NFF promoted an
eco-conscious lifestyle and had a policy for zero waste.
Asa Wright was represented in the market and had
local breads, coffee and other items on sale. In the
Children’s zone AWNC hosted an interactive booth and
did a presentation, “Wild on Wildlife”. We thank the
organisers for giving us the opportunity to be part of
this transformative event.

There were several organisations represented at the market

More craft items

Elizabeth Naipaul and volunteer, Jade Rampersad, at the Children’s Zone
Photos courtesy Elizabeth Naipaul

Items that were on sale in the market

Art in progress

A volunteer and visitor with one of our
traditional carnival characters, the
Midnight Robber
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Expanding our bat research
By Johanne Ryan
If on one of your trail walks at AWNC,
you spot a dark green box secured
to a tree trunk - it’s for the bats. We
have set up bat acoustic recorders
at Springhill and Simla, thanks to Dr.
Alan Clark, of Fordham University
who visited us in March. Dr. Clark
trained our staff in bat acoustic
recording and thus helped launch a
project from which we hope to get
even more information about the
bats at Springhill. From mist netting
carried out by other educational
organisations, we have recorded
approximately 22 species of bats at
AWNC. However, acoustic recording
has the potential to detect high-flying
bats as well, which mist nets usually
don’t capture. AWNC thanks Dr. Clark
and Board Member, Dr. Luke Rostant
for helping with this project.
Dr. Clark and Johanne set up a recorder near the coffee house
Photos by Randell Duberry

(From left to right) Rupert
Radix, Dr. Clark, Johanne Ryan
and Dr. Rostant, set up an
acoustic recorder at Simla
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YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE MONTH
If you think your child, aged 5-16, has done something
helpful to preserve the environment, please feel free to share
it with us. Either write a short story or send a few pictures to
asawrightconsedu@gmail.com. He/she may be selected as our
Young Environmentalist of the Month. Once your child is featured
in our monthly newsletter, he/she and two adults will be given a
complimentary day visit to Asa Wright Nature Centre, which includes
viewing birds/animals on the verandah, a nature tour and use of the
clear water pool.

Design and Layout courtesy Lonsdale Saatchi & Saatchi Advertising Ltd, a friend of the Asa Wright Nature Centre

April 2018

