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By Martyn Kene� ck

The highlight at Springhill this 
month, whilst not a national rarity, 
was a spectacular looking Speckled 
Tanager, normally found only in 
the higher reaches of the Northern 
Range and very rarely seen at Asa 
Wright.

Our external tours regularly reported 
an Olive-striped Flycatcher favouring 
one particular fruiting Trema tree 
along the Blanchisseuse Road; an 
immature Snail Kite frequenting the 
marshy ditches in Nariva Swamp and 
ever increasing numbers of American 
Flamingos in Caroni Swamp.

Elsewhere, without doubt the most 
outstanding, and certainly most 
unexpected, report was of a Stygian 
Owl, photographed late at night 
close to Caroni Bird Sanctuary back 
in mid-December. This species has 
never before been documented, nor 
even considered likely in T&T, the 
nearest known location being to 
both the south-east and south-west 
of us in Venezuela.  Hot on its heels, 
in terms of rarity, has been a huge 
� rst winter plumaged Great Black-
backed Gull seen intermittently from 
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January: A 
new birding 
year dawns

various locations on the west coast 
tidal mud� ats.  If accepted by the 
national Rare Birds Committee, this 
will constitute just the third record 
for the island.

Scarce wintering visitors have 
been in good supply with at least 

two Summer Tanagers, and both 
Blackburnian and Bay-breasted 
Warblers found in the Gran Couva 
area, whilst Prothonotary Warblers 
were found at both Caroni and 
Orange Valley.

 Speckled Tanager Photo by Simen Bambic

Olive-striped Flycatcher  Photo by:  Jerome Foster
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Wanderers from mainland South 
America are usually pretty scarce 
at this time of year, so a very 
� ighty pair of Muscovy Ducks in 
Aranguez were noteworthy.

Over in Tobago, the new year 
got o�  with a bang in the 
form of a � ne Chestnut-sided 
Warbler at Cu�  e River and more 
Prothonotary Warblers at Bon 
Accord together with at least one 
lingering Glossy Ibis seen from 
various wetlands in the south-
west and an immature Gray 
Heron at Louis d’Or.

T&T BIRDING SCENE

January: A new birding year dawns (continued)

 Muscovy Ducks Photo by: Rodney Jagai

Great Black-backed Gull        Photo by Nigel Lallsingh
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Paradise Pulse is a local magazine 
showcasing culture, health and all 
that is Trinbagonian and Caribbean.  
Check out what writer, Gail Pettier, 
did on her adventure at AWNC in 
the Nov 2018- Apr 2019 issue. The 
magazine is available at all branches 
of Nigel R. Khan Booksellers, 
RIK Services, Nelson’s Bookstore 
(Tobago) and Educators’ Bookstore 
(Tobago).  

Visit the website at http://www.
paradisepulse.com/

AWNC featured in Paradise Pulse

 Naturalist guides Natalie Clement and Elizabeth Naipaul were featured in the article
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By Vishnu Debie

The day started o�  very cool with light 
rain at the high elevation site of Morne 
Bleu.  It progressed rapidly to a hot, 
very windy and dry day, especially in 
the plains. Activity was generally low 
in lowlands, especially Arena.  But this 
year we still recorded 25 species that 
were not recorded in last year’s count. 
On the other hand, 21 species recorded 
last year were not recorded this year.  
Despite the hot and dry conditions, 
the � nal tally of 188 species exceeded 
last year’s 181 species. A total of 10,751 
individuals were counted.

Highlights of the count included 25 
American Flamingos at the Caroni 
Swamp – a � rst for the count since it 
started in 1969! Silvered Antbirds (two 
individuals) were also recorded for the 
� rst time in a Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC).  We also had good views of an 
Epaulet Oriole, last recorded in a CBC in 
2013, at Eteck Park.  

The Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 2018

Epaulet Oriole       Photo by Jerome Foster 

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE MONTH
If you think your child, aged 5-16, has done something 
helpful to preserve the environment, please feel free to share 
it with us. Either write a short story or send a few pictures to 
asawrightconsedu@gmail.com. He/she may be selected as our 
Young Environmentalist of the Month. Once your child is featured 
in our monthly newsletter, he/she and two adults will be given a 
complimentary day visit to Asa Wright Nature Centre, which includes 
viewing birds/animals on the verandah, a nature tour and use of the 
clear water pool.  
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By Johanne Ryan

We would like to thank Caligo Ventures for bringing Sheri 
Williamson & Tom Wood to AWNC for its celebrity series.  
Sheri and Tom are directors of the Southeastern Arizona 
Bird Observatory in Arizona.  Sheri, author of A Field Guide 

to Hummingbirds of North America in the Peterson Field 
Guide Series, was able to share her passion and knowledge 
on hummingbirds with members of the public at a special 
talk hosted at the Centre.  Her presentation got many to see 
hummingbirds in a di� erent light and appreciate them that 
much more.

All about Hummingbirds

Sheri Williamson speaks to attendees Photo by Johanne Ryan


