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By Johanne Ryan
Fifteen-year-old Israel Duncan is a 
double gold medal winner.  He beat all 
comers in the 50 metre dash and the 24 
metre softball throw at this year’s Special 
Olympics in which participants from 
more than 100 countries competed.  
Israel had surgery on his feet in 2016, 
an operation to correct a short Achilles 
tendon, one of the symptoms of a 
slight case of cerebral palsy. Apart from 
his short Achilles tendon, which kept 
him from being able to walk or stand 
properly, other symptoms include a 
delayed speech disorder and hearing 
impairment. Our local athlete had been 
training hard for 6 months before the 
games, with his coach, Lester Wharton,  
and he did not let anything keep him 
down. His mother, Ayeola Duncan, one 
of the cooks here at Asa Wright, had the 
opportunity to travel to Abu Dhabi to see 
her son, Israel, compete in his first Special 
Olympics Games.  She was overwhelmed 

Israel receives a warm welcome from his 
schoolmates at Lady Hochoy School, Arima

Special Olympics Champion

Israel and his older brother, Nkosi, and their mother, Ayeola at Asa Wright               Photo by Johanne Ryan

 Israel in Abu Dhabiwhen he won.

The trip to Dubai was also a cultural 
experience for Israel and his teammates 
who had a chance to visit Noor Island, 
a Heritage Park, PACE International 
School and Khalifa, the tallest building 
in the world.  With his accomplishments 
both on and off the field, Israel has 
inspired many of us to work hard and 
follow our dreams.  And if you are 
raising a child with a disability, here is 
some advice from Ayeola:  “You need to 
have patience.  Treat them like ordinary 
children, like they don’t have a disability. 
Teach them to be independent.  My 
son always challenges himself to walk 
the same speed as us (me and his 
brother) and have conversations like 
us.”  Right now, Israel has his sights 
set on competing in the next Special 
Olympics.  Congratulations Israel, we at 
AWNC wish you greater success in the 
future. 
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On sale: 

Trinidad’s Birds of the 
Asa Wright Nature Centre

Keith Hansen and Patricia Briceno in  
Trinidad in 2017      
Photo by Hugh Simmons/Caligo Ventures

By Johanne Ryan
In October 2017, as part of our 50th 
Anniversary celebrations, celebrity 
guest Keith Hansen hosted a group 
and taught bird drawing sessions 
at the Centre.  After hearing about 
the earthquake that rocked Trinidad 
and Tobago in August 2018, and the 
consequent remedial repair work that 
was needed on the retaining wall of 
AWNC’s balcony, Keith kindly offered to 
help. 

He donated Fine Art prints, including 
some limited edition ones, of his 
beautiful painting depicting birds that 
can be found at Asa Wright Nature 
Centre. It highlights the Ornate- 
Hawk-Eagle, Crested Oropendola, 
Golden-olive Woodpecker, Green 
Honeycreeper, Purple Honeycreeper, 
Rufous-breasted Hermit, Tufted 
Coquette, Turquoise Tanager, Oilbird, 
Guianan Trogon, Channel-billed 
Toucan, Trinidad Motmot, Bearded 
Bellbird, Swallow Tanager, Golden-
headed Manakin, Barred Antshrike 
and Squirrel Cuckoo.  It is all like all 
your memories of Trinidad and Tobago 
birding are held in one painting. 

The prints come in three sizes:

LARGE: 16 X 20 inches edge to edge. 
These are limited editions and the 

The painting

edges are ‘deckled’ (with the rough organic 
edge, rather that cut). They are each signed 
and numbered and the edition run is 100 
prints total.

MEDIUM: 11 X 13 ¾ inches

SMALL: 6 ½  X 7 ¾ inches

The small and medium prints are also signed.

If this painting caught your fancy, you can 
order in Trinidad and Tobago by visiting 

AWNC’s Front Desk or emailing 
reservations@asawright.org for more 
information.  If you are in the U., order 
through Caligo Ventures by emailing 
info@caligo.com.  Keith Hansen owns 
a gallery in Bolinas, California and will 
be returning to Asa Wright with Patricia 
Briceno from 14 to 23 November 2019.   
Book your spot on that tour by visiting 
https://caligo.com/.
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By Martyn Kenefick
Whilst neither month produced any real rare species at 
Springhill, hikes along our entrance road produced the 
second-ever, documented Variegated Flycatcher for the 
estate together with, on several occasions, a confiding White-
throated Spadebill flicking back and forth across the road 
near the security gate. Off of the veranda, a Brown Violetear 
became an instant favourite with visitors and remained 
throughout March.

Elsewhere, rare wintering passerines were in rather scarce 
supply. The Northern Range found a cracking adult male 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Morne La Croix; the north-west 
peninsula reported a Chestnut-sided Warbler in Chaguaramas; 
two Prothonotary Warblers were photographed at Carli Bay 
and a third was seen at Bon Accord, Tobago.  The female 
Cerulean Warbler (see December Bellbird) remained faithful 
to the same Samaan tree near Gran Couva until 14th March 
at least.

Scarce birds of prey became the focus in eastern Trinidad with 
two Snail Kites and two Great Black Hawks all reported from 
Kernaham settlement whilst a photographic submission of 
a Black-collared Hawk flying over the Nariva River mouth is 
currently receiving attention from the Rare Birds Committee.

The flock of American Flamingos continues to be a daily 
delight in the Caroni swamp with numbers increasing to well 
over a hundred, whilst the build-up of migrant shorebirds 
has begun with now up to 60 Stilt Sandpipers reported along 
the Trincity River.

An attempt at a “Big Day” record was tested on 15th March. 
Whilst falling short of their record-breaking tally last 
September, the same team found a most creditable 177 
species including migrant Black-whiskered Vireo, Blackpoll 
and Blackburnian Warblers together with such scarce 
residents as Blue Ground-Dove and Lesser Nighthawk.

February & March: Scarce 
Species Few and Far Between

Finally, a resident species which rarely, if ever gets mentioned 
not because of its rarity but due to it being restricted to our 
highest peaks – a Blue-capped Tanager . It was seen feeding 
on Melastome at the summit of El Tucuche on 10th Feb ... 
just rewards for one heck of a long climb.

Variegated Flycatcher  Photo by Judy Semroc

THE T&T BIRDING SCENE
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Thank you to Helen Rodd, Professor & Associate Chair 
(Graduate) in the Department of Ecology & Evolutionary 
Biology at the University of Toronto for donating her game 
on guppies to AWNC. She created this card game to teach 
persons, including students of all ages, about the fascinating 
colouration and behaviour of guppies. Dr. Rodd is a long-time 
visitor to Simla, our William Beebe Tropical Research Station, 
having started visiting there in the late 1980s.

New Guppy Game

 Come and try the new Guppy Card Game

Dr. Helen Rodd doing field observation of guppies

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTALIST
OF THE MONTH
If you think your child, aged 5-16, has done something 
helpful to preserve the environment, please feel free to share 
it with us. Either write a short story or send a few pictures to  
asawrightconsedu@gmail.com. He/she may be selected as our 
Young Environmentalist of the Month. Once your child is featured 
in our monthly newsletter, he/she and two adults will be given a 
complimentary day visit to Asa Wright Nature Centre, which includes 
viewing birds/animals on the verandah, a nature tour and use of the 
clear water pool.  
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By Johanne Ryan
March 2019 marked the 5th year that Peacework volunteers 
from North Carolina State University worked at the Centre.   
This year, the students renovated the bird blind, built benches, 
tested stream water, did interviews with staff and had fun 
doing their own lessons at schools.  Some of the volunteers 
who worked this year mentioned the great reviews of the trip 
they got from students who had visited us in the past.  Thank 
you to all Asa Wright staff who helped make this volunteer 
activity possible once again: Francis Lewis, Cordell Rampaul, 
Winston Rojas and Jessie Pitt.

Round 5 for the Peacework Volunteers

 At Malabar R. C. School

Having a break while working on the bird blind        Photo by Johanne Ryan

Darshan Narang and Martyn Kenefick speak to a group of students
Photo by Beth Wright

 Johanne Ryan addresses the group                      Photo by Darshan Narang

June De Gale-Rampersad being interviewed by 
some students       Photo by Darshan Narang

 Cordell Rampaul helps a student   
 Photo by Johanne Ryan

Winston Rojas supervises a 
member of the group

Photo by Johanne Ryan


